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last of the Italian problems, and I consent to our following a
geographical order. Further than that I am unable to go."
M. de Metternich then spoke of Murat's partisans in Italy.
"If you prganize Italy, he will lose them all. Put an end to
this odious makeshift; establish the succession in Sardinia;
send an archduke to administer Milan; recognize the claims
of the Queen of Etruria; restore to the Pope what belongs to
him, which your troops are occupying; then Murat will have
no more hold over the people; he will be considered nothing
but a brigand by Italy."
It was agreed to take up the Italian questions in their
geographical order, from north to south, and to start the
next conference with Sardinia. The difference between the
attitudes of Metternich and Talleyrand is obvious. Metter-
nich wanted to postpone or to get around difficulties;
Talleyrand wanted to take them by assault without any
delay. Metternich, who distrusted principles, wanted to
gamble with fate and lost himself in fear and indecision.
"The word 'complication,' Talleyrand wrote to the King,
"is one which M. de Metternich constantly uses in order
to cling to the vagueness which his weak policies re-
quire." 8 Secure in the principles he followed, Talleyrand
never hesitated. But the resolutions of November 5 on
the Italian question had a deeper and more universal sig-
nificance. To be understood, they must be interpreted in
light of the principle of legitimacy, which is the basis for
all Talleyrand's actions at the Congress, Talleyrand's
thoughts on this subject might run as follows: A unified
state of Italy could not be justified by the principle of
monarchic legitimacy, because there is no royal family
which is recognized by the whole of Italy, as the Bourbons
were by the whole of France. Nor could it be justified by
the principle of democratic legitimacy, because the Revolu-
tion had made the principle of popular sovereignty
objectionable by distorting it; the majority of the people
either do not understand it or reject it. A unified Italian
8 Correspondancc inedite, p. 101.